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The Clothes do not Make the Doll:  Comparing the “Tarties” in this week’s episode of Boston Legal to 
some of the action figure dolls from Star Trek, one wonders why the latter are not held in the same 
esteem as our favourite heroines from the future. 

 
 

Crop tops, mini skirts, high heels, leather leggings, latex 
jumpsuits and thigh boots seem acceptable when we 
associate the clothing to the Star Trek character 
“uniform”.  In contrast, just the opposite seems true when 
we examine the “Tarties” in their street attire. Perhaps it 
is not the clothing that defines the doll, but the profession 
and the demeanour in which they have been exploited.  
And, yes, some of them are available in life size. 
 
Action figures vs Fashion Dolls 
 
The “fashion dolls” at right are in submissive poses in 
feminine pastel colours, the ropes around the ankles 
insinuating bondage, while their “action figure” counter-
parts above posed with intimidating and provocative 
posture.  
 
But in the sixties, the mini skirt was a symbol of the 
feminism movement, in the 2000’s, a symbol of moral 
and societal woe. 
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Star Trek Alumni:  William Shatner (Denny Crane), René Auberjonois (Paul Lewiston), Gary Anthony Williams 
(Clarence/Clarisse), Michael Bofshever (Charles Costello), Jim Jansen (Marshall Kennedy) 
 
Michael Boshever: 

 
 
Jim Jansen: 
 
 

 
 

DS9: "Progress" Michael 
Bofshever portrays Minister 
Toran, member of the Bajoran 
Provisional Government 
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TNG: "Timescape" as a Quantum 
singularity lifeform in Romulan 
form. 
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DS9: "The Storyteller" Jim Jansen 
portrays Faren Kag, the magistrate of a 
village on Bajor. 
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DS9: "Trials and Tribble-ations" 
Jansen portrays  Temporal 
Investigations agent Lucsly 
(anagram of Scully from X-Files)  
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