RHONA MITRA

After the constniction was complered, Mirra: decorared with
colorful rugs from the Middle Ease, pillows covered with amimal
skins and waoven ethnic fabrics, and anrique furmishings from
Bati, China, Africa and India, “The feeling 15 something of a lar
or hideaway, with natoral woods and orgamie texoeres,” says
Alexander. “Rhona would never thrive in a shabby-chic environs
ment. She has a muloculmra)l backeround, Theres no designer
sweat ountfies or rinved glasses for her”

Mo kidding. Mirm, whose father was a cosmenic surgeon and
mother a caterer (they separated when she was &) spent-maost aof her
childhood ar boarding schools. *1 had read boaks abour whar peo-
ple gor up to ar school—midnighr fieasts and smaking around corm-
dors with ronches,” she says, her eyes lighting up. “The ddea
sournded fun.” Less fun: the schoal uniforms at her British ]HJ:lI’dlI'nlL'.
school. “I'd mzarc-blade my collars, devw on iy shines, even have
dops bite the culfs off my swearers to make them look slopgy,”™ she
says. I tried everything | could o stand apart from the others.”

That has never been a problem for Mitm, Afrer spencing a year
smudving ar Judi Dench’s London acting school, she landed a job
appeanmg at video gamie conventions as the human cmbodiment
of eyberbabe Lara Crofr. “She was an amazingly strong charac-
per,” Mitra says, “Shie was oot there climbing mountiins amd erav-
eling all over the world. In my own life 1 was rock climbing and
skvdiving, So 1 thoughr, Does-it gerany better than this?”

Apparencly it dich Monghs later Mitra mer Alexander (then
working as am enterfnment manager), wilics |:'l-|.'r.~|ll.1l.ll.1| her o
move to LA, Almost immediarely Mitra banded a guess spot on
ariy .-|II" Fipe and small roles 1a movies like Stwreet Home
Adabgorra, In the eighth and fingl-season of David Kelleys Tk
Practice, Mitra was castas arc-tongued paralegal Tara Wilson,
whir rraded barbs=—and created all kinds of sexual rension—with
Alan Share (Janes Spader). The following vear, the show spun off
the serics Bostar Legal, with Mitra and Spader resuming rheir
rales .., and onscreen romance. A certain chemistry éxists off-
sereen as well, “Besides being soft, warm and sexy, Rhonas got a
naughty mind and a filthy mooth,” says Spader. “And she's always
enthusimsne about geming into maschiel.”

Mar right now, though. The big dining room rable thar
she ordered arrived emi:r [RUE -;|.|:|.'t. aga, and Mirea's ready
do whar makes her happiest: theow a dinner party. Mavbe,
a mowd o her reavels in Thaikand, she'll cook Thar food, “Some-
thing with coconuts, conander and lemongrass,” she says, Or
maybe it will be another favorite: “Meathalls. I'm really good
with mearballs.”™ She'll decide when the time comes, “But,”
she says, 1 don't think o house 152 home untl yvou christen
it with the smell of herbs, parlic and onions.™ Just keep the
guvs our of the kitcchen, =



